
· Balancing a Checkbook
· Registers allow you to keep track of money coming into (credit) and leaving (debit) your bank account. You don’t have to use checks to use a checkbook register.
· It's important for you to keep track of your accounts yourself... financial institutions will not do this for you, and most have overdraft fees!
· Building Credit
· Credit reports are like adult report cards.
· They allow adults to build financial trust that's recognized nationwide.
· The credit bureaus are: Equifax on the West Coast, Transunion in the Central US, and Experian on the East Coast.
· There are also several credit-building fallacies you should look out for.
· Credit Union vs. Bank
· While banks have separate customers and shareholders, in a credit union the customers are the shareholders. Therefore, credit unions interact more with their customers when making decisions than banks do.
· Credit Card vs. Debit Card
· Debit cards require a PIN to verify your identity, while credit cards use signatures.
· Credit cards help you build credit, while debit cards do not.
· Debit cards take money directly from your bank account (whether you select debit or credit while checking out), while credit cards accumulate your purchases into a monthly statement and can charge interest if you leave a balance past the due date (for example, if the minimum payment is $10 on a $40 statement and you only pay $10, you'll be charged interest for the remaining $30).
· Setting a Budget
· Budgeting is similar to balancing a checkbook and can be done instead if you wish.
· Spreadsheets are a good tool for simple budgeting.
· There are also many apps that have varying levels of complexity and require varying amounts of information.
· Tax Options
· There are many software programs available. Some are free, while others have different pay scales. You can also use it online or choose one to download. There are many options for this form, so you have to choose what’s right for you.  
· You can also fill out the paper tax forms. They are available here in the library, but we are unable to give you any official tax advice.
· You can also pay an accountant to do your taxes for you.
